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Cronon provided a proactive historical account concerning various changes wrought by the Europeans in New England. According to Cronon, the shift from the Indian dominance in the New England region to the English dominance entailed fundamental changes in the area’s animal and plant communities (7).To support this claim, Cronon provides the contrasts about economies and ecosystems in the pre-colonial New England to those at the start of the 19th century. This essay will compare and contrast the acquisition of wealth among the Northeastern Indians and the colonial Native English Americans.Both Indians and the British accumulated wealth through agricultural and trade exchanges among themselves and the Native Americans. On the other hand, they differed in terms of resource, property use as well as land ownership.
Cronon based the wealth acquisition among the Europeans and Indians on the impact of ecological transformations in the colonial New England. Before the coming of the Europeans, the Indians amassed wealth by interacting with the available natural resources such as land in the manner in which it minimized the negative consequences. The Indians were usually marked by substantial mobility, changing habitats depending on the time, season or climatic conditions: agriculture to gathering to hunting (Cronon 53). The Indians interacted with nature harmoniously in which the changed the landscape in a less destructive way such as through the use of fire to attract wildlife, replenish soil nutrients, and clear woodland areas (67), establishing a patchwork or mosaic quality of immense diversity. Additionally, the Indian societies practiced usufruct land and property in which the natural resources like land could be claimed by the overlapping persons depending on the way they utilized the area. Berries, fish, game-were usually static or idle property to own, but was part of the resources to use as land.
The colonists, on the contrary, introduced the system of sedentariness and fixity, were essential resources such as land was a private good, and increasingly a necessary item of the wealth of an individual(Cronon 53). This kind of land conception was tied deeply to the market in which land increasing became a mechanism of supplying products to exchange. This capitalist modification of land was also extended to other resources in New England ecosystem. For instance, the fur trade overhauls the Indian societies by promoting hunting activities as a form trade which usually driven on the side of Indians as a means of acquiring status-driven commodities and has a negative impact of eroding or depleting animal populations. Also, the Europeans obtained their wealth through agricultural production and lumbering, but these economic activities end up deforesting substantial forest cover in New England, that Cronon claims that it is the most negative impact of the English settlement. Similarly, fences become increasing an ultimate symbol of the altered relationship to the property and land, in marking demarcations between the privately own tracts of land which were primarily geared towards the production of commodities for the market.
Cronon also provides other wealth accumulation contrasts among the European and Indians involving their ways of life, which resulted in rapid ecological changes. Since the Indians moved habitat to habitat based on the seasons as well as when their planting areas were not fertile, their English counterparts looked upon them wasteful with land and being lazy (Cronon 75). According to Cronon, the Europeans claimed that the Indian societies had no land ownership rights since they were not improving it through increasing its fertility as well as were not storing suppliers and were not settled (55). This kind of European conceptualization resulted in their justification by occupying the pieces of land that were previously owned by the Indians. The struggle was basically over two distinct ways of using the seasons and living, and it expressed through Europeans and Indians conceived boundaries, wealth, and property in New England(Cronon 53-54).
Additionally, wealth accumulation among the Indians and European differed based on their perceptions of the ownership of land. While Indian societies viewed land ownership as their right to utilize the land , European maintained that it is their exclusive right to own all the tracts of land, thus marking the artificial boundaries on the landscape which was previously demarcated by natural landmarks. Since the creations of boundaries resulted in trespassing concept, the Indians were forcefully confined smaller infertile pieces of land, and since they were forbidden from hunting or gathering in the European land, they were entirely forced change their lifestyles.
According to Franklin time, credit and credit is money because if a person utilizes his time appropriate will generate a lot of income and lending money will create more wealth in the form of interest (17). Similarly, the Indians conceived that time is, and their way of life was primarily based on the season of plenty and season of want. Consequently, Franklin says, "he who has once done you a kindness will be more ready to do you another, than he whom yourself have obligated” (18). The Indians also had the same thoughts, and they Indians made land deals with the Europeans, they thought they were just trading rights concerning the use of land like grazing, farming, or hunting and not the land itself (Cronon 67). In essence, the Indians lost their land ownership rights since their property ownership conceptions was utterly different from that of the English.
Conclusion 
The Europeans' settlement in New England resulted in different ways of accumulating wealth different from that of the Indians. The implementation of the English way of life in the region led to soil exhaustion and deforestation. This is because instead of the Europeans burning the forests to eliminate the undergrowth, as the people of the Indian descent, they burned the whole forest to prepare the land for cultivation. These practices devastating impacted the ecosystem reducing the animal and plant species forcing the Indians to change their lifestyles since hunting and gathering became unreliable.
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